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lbr raucaffridne, an alkaloid isolated from Raurolfia c&Pa Solder b UN of the 

. 
~ewnt m&hors, M.A.K., and co-umkers' , they mopsed the mlecular formla QQO8N2, 

1 H$, for its tetra-acetate C~HmOr21$, for its tetrabamate C51HU0,2N2 and for the 

mth.iodide C26H3&+'$, CRr;I. In accordance with the structure (I) no now propose, the ppof 

of fich is in the sequel, the nr~lecular 

forsulafor the bass is m3difiadto 

11) 

C,&13$8~, 1 H.-&i andthusthetetr& 

acetate hscows C35HA&,2~, the tetrb 

bsnsoate C55H480,2N2 and the msthiodida 

c#3208N2s (11319 tiidlis in agreemt 

with the analyticsl data of the aboa 

cowoundsr 

The W spectrumofraucaffricina 

exhibits abor*ion In the regions kncnm for 

irdolanina alkaloids, )\max 219.8, 258 y; 

Xdn 2% ap'. Its easy conversion to lnlole 

bases, under nd.ld alkaline conditions sindlar 

to that of pgakine' also rruggests that it is 

an ilriolsnine derivative 3 . Thus # recorded the m spectrum (60 Hz) of raucaffrlcine in 

ppridine and observed a close similarity to that of vondla~line~. 

Attention is specially dram to the peaks for the ct~ylidins qroup (1.566, 3H, d, 

J16.7 Hz; 5.9& 2H, Q J=7 HZ), the single hydrogens at cl5 (2.G lH, m), C5 (3.33& lH, q) 

5137 



-tic mt~•B ~atadthatthelinlt~ at the ano- c atom iad. svwt. timbnd 

eml8ln deea wt affect raue&frb&w, &e 8n attaatted mid gnthed* from it8 con8tituenta 

in F8aca of hamr*r ye&i ahow it8 formation on tie (rlliea gal) (tutanolc acetio acldr waters 

411r1). 

Molecular vdele of raucaffricina alao indicate that the pdermd glycosidic linkage ia 

d, that tha C-21 0-m of the matine biety ia Ural and the gamwtry of the Cl8 methyl ia 

maBUy that of tha l rpq&m iutaloida’(I). 

Admould~ Y are ilebted to Moser& warr(, (P&i&n) Ltd. for the supfly of frsah 

W*e yeaat and to Dr. A, Eofmmm of W&s A..&, B&e, Sdtnrlcd for a sample of vondlenim. 
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